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NNJSDA EVENTS 
(MS = Mainstream, PL = Plus, A = Advanced, C = Challenge, RD = Round Dancing) 

May 22 NNJSDA Dance (Wednesday) 
05 DREAM 2018 (Gathering) (Sat.)  Elmwood Park, 7:30-10:00, MS/RD 
 Clark, 12:00 registration followed  Betsy Gotta (NJ)/Roy Gotta (NJ) 
 by keynote address and seminars  Hosts: Cross Trails, Lakeland 
05 NNJSDA Dance (Saturday) September 
 Clark, 7:30-10:00, MS/PL/RD 09 Delegates Meeting (Sunday) 
 Mike Kellogg (CA), Betsy Gotta (NJ)/  Bridgewater, 11:00 
 Roy Gotta (NJ) 09 NNJSDA Dance (Sunday) 
June  Bridgewater, 2:00-5:00 
02 NNJSDA Dance (Saturday)  MS/PL/RD (early MS, Clothing Sale) 
 Montville, 7:30-10:30  Don Bachelder (MA)/Ron Rumble (NJ) 
 MS/PL/RD (early RD)  Hosts: AleMo, Times Squares 
 Matt McGovern (MA)/Steve Bradt (PA) October 
 Hosts: Circle Eights, WW/H&C 06 NNJSDA Dance (Saturday) 
July  Montville, 7:30-10:30 
11 NNJSDA Dance (Wednesday)  PL/A2 (early C1) 
 Bridgewater, 7:30-10:00, MS/RD  Ted Lizotte (NH) 
 Jay Silva (NH)/Mary Pickett (NJ)  Hosts: Bee Sharps, Motiv8ors 
 Hosts: AleMo, Hunt. Flutterwheels November 
25 NNJSDA Dance (Wednesday) 11 44th Mini-Festival (Sunday) 
 Bridgewater, 7:30-10:00, MS/RD  Morris Plains (tent.), 1:00-6:30 
 Jim Snyder (PA)/Ron Rumble (NJ)  MS/PL/A/RD-C 
 Hosts: Middletown, Y Squares  Jeremy Butler (VA), Howard  
August  Richman (NJ), Chris Stacy (VA)/ 
08 NNJSDA Dance (Wednesday)  Ron Rumble (NJ) 
 Montville, 7:30-10:00, MS/RD Notes: 
 Joe Landi (NJ)/Mary Pickett (NJ) June 01: Club Questionnaire Deadline 
 Hosts: Reelers, RocklandRockytops July 07: Grand Square Deadline 

Bridgewater: PeopleCare Center, 120 Finderne Ave. 08807 
Clark: Arthur L. Johnson High School, 365 Westfield Ave. 07066 

Elmwood Park: VFW, 6 Veterans Pl. 07407 
Montville: Senior House, 356 Main Rd. (Rt. 202) 07045 

Morris Plains: Parsippany Hills High School, 20 Rita Dr. 07950 
 

One Square Is Fair: All NNJSDA dances, including the Mini-Festival 
and Midterm Dance, count toward OSIF ï support your club! 

 

Dance Inquiries: Ralph Serio 908-421-1956; cell for dance 908-763-4593 

 

HAPPY 60th ANNIVERSARY, NNJSDA! 
 

The Northern New Jersey Square Dancers Association was formed in 1958 by 

a group of 14 clubs. Watch for announcements about an upcoming celebration. 

The 60th anniversary will be the theme of the Grand Square Cover Contest for 

the September 2018 issue. See page 57 for submission details. 
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NNJSDA Presidentsô Message 
This letter is dedicated to our new square 

dance friends who graduated this spring or 

who will soon graduate from a Mainstream 

class. We hope you will become regular 

dancers and active members of the club(s) 

where you learned to dance, and that you will 

enjoy dancing with us for years to come. 

The purpose of the Northern New Jersey Square Dancers Association is to 

promote square dancing in a variety of ways. One is to offer four Mainstream 

dances during the summer, when many clubs do not hold regular dances. They 

are specifically geared to provide you, our newer dancers, with enjoyable 

opportunities to keep those skills you worked so hard to learn! This issue of 

Grand Square can help you locate the dates, times, and locations of the 

NNJSDA dances, as well as other dances offered this summer. 

A few tips about being a square dancer: 

1. First, you have to come to the dance. Even if you feel too tired, the 

dancing and camaraderie will energize you! 

2. When you get to the dance, sit near the front so that you can get in squares 

close to the caller. Donôt be afraid; he or she wants you to succeed. 

3. Get up as soon as the music starts to be sure you get in a tip; no one needs 

to be a wallflower at a square dance. That goes for single dancers, too. 

4. Donôt be shy; get in a square even (especially) if you donôt know anyone 
else. Generally, other dancers will read your name tag or ask your name, 

and make you feel welcome. 

5. If the square breaks down, donôt apologize or get discouraged. It is not 
necessarily your fault. We all mess up from time to time. 

6. Have fun and SMILE! 

We invite you to learn more by linking to our website (nnjsda.org) to find 

information about the Association, member clubs, calendars, and more. You 

can receive up-to-date information from clubs and the Association by sub-

scribing to the email list using the link in the upper right corner of the website. 

Planning to travel any time soon? Get information about square dances 

being held in the location where you are traveling by using this great resource: 

wheresthedance.com. One of the coolest things about square dancing is that 

you can find dances throughout the world. For example, we recently planned 

our vacation itinerary in Germany around dancing with a group in Mannheim, 

where we were stationed many years ago. 

To all the square dance teachers, class coordinators, and angels out there: 

A BIG THANK YOU. It is because of your dedication and commitment that 

we welcome another new group of dancers. 

Special invitation for all dancers, new and seasoned: Two big events coming 

up on May 5 (DREAM 2018) and November 11 (44th annual Mini-Festival). 

Check pages 21 and 33 for details. Please join us! Nancy and Vic Ammons 
 
  

http://www.nnjsda.org/
https://www.wheresthedance.com/
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Welcome, Graduates!  
Congratulations and a warm welcome to the 

following dancers who have completed (or are 

soon expected to complete) Mainstream and are 

ready to enjoy the wonderful benefits of square 

dancing ï kudos to our member clubs and angels! 

AleMo Squares ï Jean Nisi, Cathleen Povitch, Edward Povitch 

Bee Sharps ï Christine Fallin, Greg Moore, Karin Rabe, Ere Saar, Dave Tien 

Belles & Beaux ï Ninfa Dicristina, Diane Hennion, Linda Kawash, Marjie 

Remington-Howes, Jennifer Schoenster, Stephen Schoenster, Maxene 

Shapiro, Joli Simpson 

Circle Eights ï Lacey Hill*, Marie Mazil 

Hunterdon Flutterwheels ï James Bunce, Joanne Bunce, Phyllis Lerner, Harry 

Mazujian, Ruth Mazujian, Robert Puleo, Sally Puleo, Heather Radcliffe 

Kittatinny Rangers ï Rick Bowman, Barbara Cathcart, Dean Hartman, 

Debbie Mazzocchi, Lyta Soto 

Lakeland Squares ï Florence Gerould, Mary Ann Grabiec, Andree Kay, 

Sorky Lampe, Bob Ljubicich, Rae Wilhalme 

Middletown Ramblers ï Susan Alderson, John Benjohn, Nancy DeMaria, 

Buddy Franklin, Cheryl Franklin, Charlie Gavinelli, Leigh Gavinelli, Dee 

Keeran, Elaine Lukacs, Cathy Trivett, Miles Winship, David Woodward 

Reelers ï Dave Burger, Robin Burger, Carl Cathcart, Cathy Feenstra, Alan Gerber, 

Janet Gerber, John Krayniak, Kathy Mack, Corky Ost, Anne Marie Pentland, 

Kristyn Scrimo, Judy Smith, David (DJ) Ward, Inge Werehas, Phyllis Wooster 

RocklandRockytops ï Susan Buel, Rose Gavigan, Rosalinde Ginsburg, Bill 

Hohlfeld, Heidi Hohlfeld, Pauline Kraich, Clara Riconda, Irene Ryan, 

Maureen Verschneider, Michael Verschneider, Marilyn Vila 

Times Squares ï Jim Babcock, Steve Channon, Michael DeMeo, Eric Leung, 

Rebecca Saidlower 

PLUS GRADUATES 

Circle Eights ï Rosetta Guidice, Lacey Hill*, Pat Lutter, Maureen SantaMaria, 

Morrissa Schiffman, Cathy Schlesinger*, Ivana Seminelli, Nello Seminelli, 

Jeanne Weisman, Alicia Weschler, David Weschler 

Reelers ï Rose Cemprola, John Franzetti, Lillian Kinney, Valerie Lehnert, 

Dolores Lynch, Morrissa Schiffman, Victoria Solecki 

Times Squares ï Jim Babcock, Howard Handler, Jennie Jones, Terry Smith 

Y Squares ï David Loss, Wendy Loss, Dennis Luna, Vivian Luna, Greg 

Moore, Maureen Moynihan, Karin Rabe, Cindy Salsbury, Susan Short 

*Experienced dancers who took lessons again to learn the traditional manôs part 
 

SECRET FOR NEW DANCERS 
As you venture from your home club to other club and Association dances, 
hereôs a secret for good dancing: Try to square up with experienced dancers 
rather than with your classmates and other recent graduates. They will help you! 
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WHAT ARE SQUARE ANGELS? 

(adapted with permission from Callerlab) 

They are the wonderful people who respond to the appeal to introduce 

square dancing to the public by demonstrating at malls, one-night stands, TV 

spots, and special programs. They bring others to square dance classes and aid 

the teacher/caller by filling in squares so that all students can dance. 

Are you really an angel? Most callers appreciate the help of experienced 

dancers in beginning classes, but ñangelsò can actually make the callerôs task 

more difficult and discourage, rather than encourage, new dancers. Angels can 

be assets by remembering their own initial attempts and the first classes they 

attended. Angels do not bring their ñdancer egosò to the lessons. Sometimes 

we forget that we were not born with all the basics installed for good square 

dancing, and that we, too, had to be shown right hand from left hand. 

1. Angels arrive on time and are ready to dance. 

2. Angels are friendly and introduce themselves to new people, making them 

feel welcome. 

3. Angels wear badges and appropriate attire. They observe the good 

manners and commandments of square dancing. 

4. Angels respond quickly to get squares set and ready to go. They encourage 

new dancers to get on the floor quickly. 

5. Angels keep an enthusiastic attitude and an interested facial expression 

during the time the instructor is attempting to teach or demonstrate. If 

angels act or look bored or lose patience during this time, then perhaps 

they are not cut out for this responsibility. 

6. Angels do not attempt to explain a new movement while the instructor is 

talking. New dancers cannot listen to two people at the same time. Answer 

any questions between tips, or take the student to the instructor for help. 

7. Angels guide the new dancer so that only those two people know guidance 

was given. It is subtle ï never pushing, pulling, or humiliating. 

8. Angels offer their place in a square to a student who comes in late. 

9. Angels try to be as slow as a student while new movements are being 

taught, and do not begin the movement until it has been explained. 

10. Angels calmly regroup if a square breaks down. They do what the 

instructor teaches in lessons to get a derailed square going. 

11. Angels dance the way moves are defined, and not as they would like. 

12. Angels do not do trick movements ï gimmicks, bumps, kicks, and so on 

that would confuse a learnerôs ability to grasp the new movements. 

13. Angels dance with different students. 

14. Angels are careful not to say anything, even in jest, that may hurt new 

dancersô feelings or make them feel inferior or humiliated. 

15. Angels do not express gripes or complaints about how the club is run or 

discuss general problems about club members, officers, or the instructor. 

16. Angels invite new dancers to join them for coffee, if this is a practice with 

the club. 
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Square Dancer? Camper? 
The Garden State Square Dance Campers 

Association is looking for YOU!   

We have a MS/PL campout in Pennsylvania every month, April to October. Join us! 
 

*Otter Lake in East Stroudsburg (570-223-0123): April, May, September, October 
+Appalachian in Shartlesville (610-488-6319): June, July, August 

 

Don't camp? At Appalachian, rent a cabin (deluxe or rustic) or stay at a nearby motel! 
 

Campout Schedule 2018 

*April 27 -29: Don/Dot Coy 

Wagonmaster: Ron/Pauline Vande Vrede 

Theme: Wine/Cheese (wine, crackers) 

+August 10-12: Mark Franks 

Wagonmaster: Patsy Lisak 

Theme: Potluck Dinner (dish to share) 

*May 18-20: Don Bachelder 

Wagonmaster: Howard/Mary Schnuck 

Theme: Pork Roast (side dish, dessert) 

*September 14-16: Jim Snyder 

Wagonmaster: John Fink/Rena Durette 

Theme: Hot Dog Roast (side dish) 

+June 8-10: Bob Avery 

Wagonmaster: Rich/Georgi Flandera 

Theme: Potluck Breakfast (dish to share) 

*October 12-14: Betsy/Roy Gotta 

Wagonmaster: Paul/Susan Schwarz 

Theme: Halloween/Pie/Cider (pies, costumes) 

+July 13-15: Howard/Donna Williamson 

Wagonmaster: Judi Nordman 

Theme: Ice Cream Social (toppings) 

December 2: Matt McGovern/Mary Pickett 

Holiday Dinner-Dance 
The Brownstone, Paterson, NJ 

 

Visit us at gssdca.wix.com/gssdca or call Pauline/Ron Vande Vrede: 973-503-1925 

 

ñTips for Your Tipsò 
A series devoted to helping you become a more confident dancer 

Whether we look to square dancing for an opportunity to socialize, exercise to 

music, or challenge our little gray cells, we all want to have FUN! 

Squares sometimes break down; that is a fact of dancing life. However, having 

oneôs square frequently break down detracts from the fun, and it is stressful to feel 

completely lost in the square. On the other hand, there is a feeling of shared accom-

plishment and exhilaration when your square successfully finishes a sequence. 

With this in mind, Jan Thompson has written a series of articles offering tips to 

help build your confidence and increase your enjoyment on the square dance floor. 

The 10 articles featured in Grand Square to date are listed below along with 

the issue in which they appeared. Click on any title to read the article. If you have 

ideas for future topics, please send them to Jan at ltpt1@yahoo.com. 

The Value of Hands (53.3 ï May 2011) 

The Eyes Have It (54.1 ï September 2011) 

Space: The Dancerôs Frontier (54.2 ï January 2012) 

Who Am I? Identifying Your Place in Your Square (54.3 ï May 2012) 

Calls and Their Definitions: Our Square Dance Language (55.1 ï September 2012) 

Walls Are Our Friends (55.2 ï January 2013) 

The Sound of Music (55.3 ï May 2013) 

Intro to DBD (Dance by Definition, or Donôt Be Deterred) (56.3 ï May 2014) 

DBD: Which Hand Do I Use? (57.2 ï January 2015) 

Playing with Ocean Waves (58.3 ï September 2016) 
  

http://www.gssdca.wix.com/gssdca
mailto:ltpt1@yahoo.com
http://nnjsda.org/grand_square/gs_tips/TI2011V053N03.pdf
http://nnjsda.org/grand_square/gs_tips/TI2011V054N01.pdf
http://nnjsda.org/grand_square/gs_tips/TI2012V054N02.pdf
http://nnjsda.org/grand_square/gs_tips/TI2012V054N03.pdf
http://nnjsda.org/grand_square/gs_tips/TI2012Y055N01.pdf
http://nnjsda.org/grand_square/gs_tips/TI2012Y055N01.pdf
http://www.nnjsda.org/grand_square/gs_tips/TI2013V055N02.pdf
http://nnjsda.org/grand_square/gs_tips/TI2013V055N03.pdf
http://nnjsda.org/grand_square/gs_tips/TI2014V056N03.pdf
http://nnjsda.org/grand_square/gs_tips/TI2015V057N02.pdf
http://nnjsda.org/grand_square/gs_tips/TI2016V058N03.pdf
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CCNJ Presidentôs Message 

Note: For a roster of the Callersô Council of New 

Jersey, including contact information, see page 32 

or visit ccnjcallers.com. 
 

The mission of the CCNJ is ñencouraging and 

promoting interest in square dancing and developing 

 

proficient square dance callers and leaders.ò We have a lending library with 

books, pamphlets, and DVDs/tapes from Callerlab conventions. Before each 

quarterly meeting, there is an hour-long educational session. Periodically, we 

provide classes and dances for new callers and caller workshops. 

The Callersô Council of New Jersey conducted a callersô school in the fall 

of 2017 led by Betsy Gotta, our own accredited caller-coach. Ten students 

attended the class. Thanks to the angel dancers who helped. A continuation of 

the class is being held in April and May this year. New callers on the horizon! 

The CCNJ was pleased to provide a grant to the NNJSDA in support of 

DREAM 2018 (formerly The Gathering), to be held on May 5. 

Unfortunately, the traditional Mid-Winter Mania dance had to be canceled 

in February due to loss of the venue. However, the Mid-Summer Mania dance 

is confirmed for July 29 at the PeopleCare Center in Bridgewater. This event 

will be called by several of our members, so plan to join the fun that afternoon. 
Ad below Wes Thielke, President (wthielke@gmail.com) 908-547-0472 

 
 

Presents 

 

Mainstream Program 
CCNJ Callers 

 

SUNDAY, July 29, 2018 
2:30-5:00 PM    $4/Dancer 

PeopleCare Center  
120 Finderne Avenue, Bridgewater, NJ 08807 

  

http://ccnjcallers.com/
mailto:wthielke@gmail.com
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2018 Schedule 
 DATE PROGRAM ï CALLER(S) OR CUER(S) FEE 

 May 11-13 C2 ï Todd Fellegy $40 

 June 1-3 C1 ï Bill Harrison 40 

 June 8-10 A2 ï Bill Harrison and Tom Miller 45 

 June 15-17 C3A ï Ben Rubright 40 

 June 15-17 Rounds Phases 5 and 6 ï Roy and Janet Williams 45 
   (Pre-weekend workshop: Friday morning and afternoon 
   2-hour sessions $10 pp/session) 

 July 6-8 C1 ï Don Moger 40 

 July 8-10 C2 ï Don Moger 40 

 July 22-27 C1 FOCUS ï Ben Rubright and Keith Stevens 150 

 July 27-29 C2 ï Ben Rubright and Keith Stevens 45 

 July 31-Aug. 4 C3A FOCUS ï Ben Rubright 125 

 Aug. 5-6 C3A ï Ken Ritucci 40 

 Aug. 7-8 C3A ï Ben Rubright 40 

 Aug. 8-9 C3A ï Todd Fellegy 40 

 Aug. 10-12 A2 FOCUS (7 sessions) ï Todd Fellegy 68 
  C3B ï Linda Kendall and Ett McAtee 45 

 Aug. 12-17 C3B ñSurvival Camp 15ò ï Ben Rubright 125 

 Aug. 24-26 C2 ï Ben Rubright and John Marshall 45 

 Aug. 31-Sept. 3 Labor Day 

  PL/A ï Betsy Gotta and Bill Harrison 48 
   Rounds with Roy Gotta 

 Sept. 13-16 ñCherry Ridge Festivalò 50 

  C1 and C2 (with some C3A) 
  Bill Harrison, Ben Rubright, and Todd Fellegy 

 Sept. 28-30 PL ï Ginny Reaske and Dane Bragg 45 

 Sept. 28-30 C3A (3B star tips) ï Ben Rubright 40 

 ü Computer-generated square rotation 
 ü Two dance halls, both with wooden floors 
 ü ά/ƻǳƴǘǊȅ YƛǘŎƘŜƴέ ƻǇŜƴ ŦƻǊ ƳŜŀƭǎ CǊƛŘŀȅ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ƭǳƴŎƘ 
 ü Rooms, cabins, RV and tent sites available 

 147 Camp Road, Honesdale, PA 18431 
570-488-6654 

cherryridgecampsites.com 

 

 

  

http://www.cherryridgecampsites.com/
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To Your Health: Salutes to the Benefits of Square Dancing 

 
Sociability vs. Debility 

A blessing thatôs worthy of mention 

Is square dancingôs social dimension. 

Itôs a bona fide fact 

That when two interact, 

They both profit from the attention. 

Tomás Gonzales 

 

 

Sometimes Angels Need Angels, Too! 

Longtime square dance angel Sara Burton has been receiving some royal 

ñangelò treatment of her own. Fellow Flutterwheels friends have rallied to 

support Sara after she suffered a stroke in December 2016, which left her 

paralyzed on the right side and unable to access her normal speaking abilities. 

At a Flutterwheels dance last August, I shared information learned as a 

music education major about a speech-language program called melodic 

intonation therapy (MIT). More than a century ago, medical professionals 

became aware that stroke patients who had lost their language capabilities 

retained their ability to sing lyrics. Surprisingly, spoken language and singing 

initiate from opposite sides of the brain! During the 1970s, doctors capitalized 

on this phenomenon to develop a process that assists stroke patients. Their 

singing of words and phrases can extend into speech. 

An overwhelming outpouring of interest and support for Sara emerged as a 

result of learning about MIT, which requires a brief weekly time commitment 

and a basic ability to hum and sing simple melodies. Last fall, a task force of 

Flutterwheels friends was established. Five days a week and sometimes twice 

on a given day, ñTeam Saraò volunteers implement MIT strategies. Within two 

months, staff members at Foothill Acres in Hillsborough, where Sara resides, 

were remarking about clear results and her speech improvement. 

It has been humbling to fully comprehend the challenges Sara faces. Yet 

this intelligent woman remains focused and determined, with a wonderful 

spirit and a contagious ability to enjoy humor in life and the world around her. 

Team Sara includes Donna Besignano, Betty Brown, Nancy Brown, Carol 

Casale, Colleen and Joe Head, Barbara Marlowe, Mary Moody, Laurie and 

Harry Rapkin, Donna Serio, Diane Tucker, Marja van Ouwerkerk, and Carol 

Wolfe. They talk often about the joyous and uplifting experience of helping 

Sara. As wonderful as it is to have had a square dance angel, the greater joy is 

clearly being an ñangelò to her in return. New Team Sara volunteers can call 

me at 908-229-2937. Donna Serio (Hunterdon Flutterwheels) 

ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER THAN LIMERICKS! ~ Tomás Gonzales 

 

Please send your comments and contributions to this feature in care of the editor. 
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20th Canadian National 

Square & Round Dance Convention 
London, ON Canada 
July 19, 20, 21, 2018 

 

 
Hosted by Square & Round Dancers of South Western Ontario 

 

 

 

 

 

Square Dancing ï Basic to C2, all under one roof 
Also available ï Round Dancing Phase II to VI 

Contras, Seminars, and more 

 

 Registration Information  

 Convention 2018 
c/o Lee Cox 
12 Anne Marie Crescent 
Kincardine, ON N2Z 2M9 
Phone ï 519-396-7228 

Email: 
convention2018@squaredance.ca 

Website: 
squaredance.ca/2018 

 

 Make the Scene in 2018  

  

mailto:convention2018@squaredance.ca
http://squaredance.ca/2018/
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Caller Crowd-Pleasers 

Mark Franks: My favorite local caller is Mark Franks! He is very capable, 

he can be challenging when he chooses, and his music is always great. Mark 

has a wonderful sense of humor, which sometimes can be ñpointedò when he 

sees people doing their own thing (instead of doing what he called). He is 

always reliable and consistent ï an all-around favorite! 

Howard Williamson: I enjoy dancing to Howard Williamson. He adds a 

lot to his calling! 

Mary Moody: We have so much fun when she customizes her music to 

align with the dance theme. When it was Dance Like an Egyptian, her singers 

included ñSheik of Arabyò and ñCleopatra, Queen of Denialò (de Nile!). One 

patter used ñWalk Like an Egyptianò ï which we did while circling left. 

Dennis Reardon: The first caller I ever danced to after completing Main-

stream was Dennis Reardon. I was scared to death, but his fantastic sense of 

humor was irresistible, and Iôve been in love ever since. He is still one of my 

favorite callers. 

Mark Franks: Mark Franks has a wicked sense of humor. It makes his 

calling even more fun! 

Todd Fellegy, Paul Ingis: At a couple of dances with only 12 or 13 

attendees (not enough for two squares), several dancers had to sit out during 

each tip. Todd and Paul had the answer! They deftly made ñrectanglesò with 

two head couples at each position, along with the traditional side couples. We 

danced as smoothly with 12 as if we had had a normal square of eight. Thanks 

to these skillful callersô willingness to adapt to the needs of the floor, we all 

had a more enjoyable evening. 

Ed LaPlante: Ed is an excellent teacher: clear, methodical, logical, obser-

vant, and (usually!) patient with his Mainstream class. ñIôm talking, not calling!ò 

Johnny Preston: Iôm thoroughly amazed at his awareness of a large 

number of squares and what individual dancers are doing (or not) in each one. 

More caller crowd-pleasers coming in the next issue. Add yours! 

 

Congratulations, Patrons! 
Visited at least 10 NNJSDA member clubs 

Earned free dance coupon and dangle 

Lois Autenrieth: 1 
Stephen Autenrieth: 1 

Barbara Berger: 8 
Larry Bugal: 22, 23, 24 

Anthony Casale: 1 
Carol Casale: 2 
Mimi Corpel: 9 

Patricia Duemig: 6 

Thomas Duemig: 4 
Gene Dunton: 1 

Rosemary Dunton: 1 
Charyl Greenberg: 2 

Lise Greene: 5 
John Hill: 1 
Lacey Hill: 1 

Tony Milito: 3, 4, 5 
Eddie Mindlin: 8 

Maureen Moynihan: 1 
Arlene Remington: 5 

Ann Rothfuss: 9 
Morrissa Schiffman: 1 

Bob Turner: 3 
Ellen Ward: 7, 8, 9 

Download your Patron form at nnjsda.org (ñNNJSDA Documentsò). 

  

http://www.nnjsda.org/
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 Per person double occ. 

 (Single dancers in a room 

  complete weekend $385) 

 

 

*Weekend Includes* 

 Î Lodging for 2 nights (double occ.) 

 Î All taxes and gratuities 

 Î 6 super dance sessions 

 Î 5 all-you-can-eat meals 

 Î Coffee and tea Saturday morning 

 Î Warm-up dance Friday afternoon 

Plus, A1, A2, C1, Rounds 

All Levels ς Full Time 
Introduction to DBD 

Round Dance Teach 

Intro to Next Level 

Singing Call Session 

REGISTER EARLY! 

Limited to 55 Squares! 

For a complete flyer, go to 
http://www.borderboosters.qc.ca/MAD_Summer_Magic_2018.pdf 

Enclose a deposit of 
$80 per person. 

Make checks payable 
to:  Avena Smolkin 

Mail to: 
Avena Smolkin 
404-2750 Cote Vertu 
Montreal, Quebec 
H4R 2P3 
CANADA 

514-744-6097 

Please Print 
 

Name: 
 Address, City, State, Zip: 
 
 

Phone: 

Email: 

Please circle the level you dance: 
Plus     A1     A2     C1 

Rounds     2     3     4     5 

  

http://www.borderboosters.qc.ca/MAD_Summer_Magic_2018.pdf
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Just for Fun! 
 

Now You C It, Now You Donôt: Back in the 1980s, when Helena and I 

were learning C2, we went to a National Convention and quickly found three 

other couples who were all at about the same dancing level. We decided to 

dance as a square to our favorite callers. The callers noticed that we were 

strong and started to use us as a pilot square. As we were in one tip, the caller 

(I donôt remember his name, but he liked throwing red-hot candies out to the 

floor) used a particularly hard sequence. We knew we hadnôt done it correctly 

and saw that most of the floor was down. When he looked at us, we gave him 

the ñthumbs downò to acknowledge we were wrong. He said, ñYouôre fired!ò 

We four couples vowed to meet up at the next National so we could dance 

together again. Unfortunately, one of them had dropped out of dancing by 

then, but we teamed up with the other two. After that, we lost track of one 

another ï there was no email in those days. 

 Ken Robinson (Rutgers Promenaders) 
 

Plus What? Mark Franks and I play a little game when he calls Plus 

dances. I keep track of all the Plus calls, and toward the end of the dance, I 

remind Mark of any that he has not done. Invariably, in the very next tip, Mark 

skillfully incorporates the missing ones. By the end of the evening, he has 

called the entire Plus list. Well, one night, Mark outdid himself. Cathy and I 

were dancing Mainstream at Y Squares, and the time came for the one Plus tip 

of the evening. As we were dancing, I sensed that the tip was a bit longer than 

usual, and when it was over, I realized something extraordinary: Mark had 

incorporated all 30 Plus calls into the single tip! That was the first and only 

time in my Plus dancing career that any caller had achieved something so 

ambitious. When it was over, Mark simply looked my way, smiled, and said, 

ñDid I miss anything?ò Don Schlesinger (RocklandRockytops) 

If youôve had a good square dance laugh, please share your anecdote! 

 

MAP SUPPLEMENT DISCONTINUED 

In January, we surveyed NNJSDA dancers regarding their use of the map 
supplement that has been printed annually for six years. Respondents stated 
(59 to 16) that they do not use the printed supplement. For most people, it is 
sufficient to use the club address provided in Grand Square for directions via 
the internet or a GPS device. 

Also, several NNJSDA clubs have changed their dance locations and/or 
used alternate locations for some events during the course of a year, making 
the annual map supplement obsolete for their clubs. 

Therefore, the map supplement is being discontinued. If in doubt about the 
location of any event, check the clubôs website or call the contact listed in 
Grand Square. Subscribers to the NNJSDA info-list receive prompt notification 
when changes are made, even at the last minute. To subscribe, see page 26. 
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LABOR DAY WEEKEND  
Aug. 31, Sept. 1, 2, & 3, 2018 

Polish Your Plus  ÎÎÎ  Enhance Your Advanced 

Cherry Ridge Square Dance Campground 

Beautiful woodland setting in the Pocono Mountains 

2 Internationally Known Callers *Lodging with private baths 

 and common kitchen 

*Full RV hookups 

*Tent sites 

  

 

Betsy Gotta Bill Harrison 

 

Dance fee ï $48 per person 

 

Wooden Dance Floors 

2 halls (Advanced and Plus) during the day 

Evening dances: 

2 Plus tips followed by 1 Advanced tip 

with Rounds in between all Rounds with Roy Gotta 

5 Hours of Rounds 

To see a tentative schedule: gottadance.eboard.com ñSpecial Eventsò 

For fees, lodging, and camping info, contact Cindy: 

Cherry Ridge Campsites, 147 Camp Road, Honesdale, PA 18431 

570-488-6654        cherryridgecampsites.com 

For more info, contact Roy Gotta: 732-249-2086 or roygotta@optonline.net 

Sign up early ï housing is limited. 

  

https://www2.eboard.com/eboard/servlet/BoardServlet?ACTION=BOARD_SHOW&SITE_NAME=Destination&BOARD_NAME=gottadance&SESSION_ID=bth0etc0ai4xf5912
http://www.cherryridgecampsites.com/
mailto:%20roygotta@optonline.net
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A Modest Proposal 
In Mainstream dancing, little if any attention is paid to dancersô starting 

positions for many of the calls. We are taught to Scoot Back regardless of 

whether the men or the ladies are in-facing; Spin Chain Thru is done 

indifferently with the ñmen workingò or the ñladies workingò; and Spin the 

Top often starts with women as the ends of the wave, but frequently with the 

men there. Although many other calls are done predominantly from one 

ñtraditionalò position ï such as Flutterwheel, Pass the Ocean, and Partner 

Trade ï callers certainly arenôt afraid to invoke these calls from the sashayed 

couples position, with the lady on the left and the gent on the right. In short, 

for Mainstream, straying from the ñplain vanillaò way of dancing the moves 

doesnôt usually cause much confusion. 

Sadly, the same cannot be said for many of the calls in the Plus program. 

Too many Plus dancers have been ñprogrammedò to dance several of the calls 

from one starting position only. Unfortunately, they become completely lost 

when these moves are called ñout of position.ò This, of course, should not be 

the case. There are no ñmanôsò or ñladyôsò positions in Plus. There are simply 

ends and centers, insides and outsides, leaders and trailers, and left-hand and 

right-hand dancers. The call definitions make use of these terms exclusively, 

without regard to gender. Yet it is common for even the most experienced 

dancers to become completely flustered when calls such as Spin Chain the 

Gears, Relay the Deucey, Coordinate, and even Load the Boat and Follow 

Your Neighbor are called ñout of position.ò 

The result? Fearing that most of the squares will break down, Plus callers 

routinely shy away from even attempting a departure from the status quo. The 

vicious circle is completed when dancers never hear the moves called this 

way, and therefore never get to practice what is commonly referred to as DBD 

(dance by definition) or APD (all position dancing). I am offering a modest 

proposal. 

I think it would be greatly beneficial to the Plus dancing community if, at 

every regularly scheduled Plus club dance, it became policy for one tip to be 

designated as ñall position Plus.ò Dancers, of course, would have the option of 

participating or not. In the beginning, some of the moves might have to be 

walked through, with gentle encouragement offered to those who have little 

experience dancing in this fashion. But, clearly, the goal would be for greater 

numbers to participate in these more challenging tips to the point where all 

would become more proficient dancers. This, in turn, could eventually lead to 

more interesting and enjoyable dances, with increased variety and innovative 

choreography. I think callers would welcome the opportunity as well. 

RocklandRockytops had a DBD tip for two squares at a recent Plus dance, 

called by Sandy Corey, and everyone had a great time! We plan to give this a 

try at upcoming Rockytops Plus dances as well, and would very much like to 

encourage our fellow NNJSDA member clubs to follow suit. 

Don Schlesinger (Co-President, RocklandRockytops) 
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A Primer on Petticoats 
An inflatable petticoat! ñHow absurd!ò you might say. But a retrospective 

look at petticoat styles reveals that such a garment has existed. 

The term crinoline means a stiffened or structured petticoat designed to 

hold a womanôs skirt out. The root, ñcrin,ò refers to horsehair. It was used with 

cotton or linen, which were popular for lining and dressmaking. 

The first documented crinoline petticoat was a steel-hooped cage in Paris 

in 1856. It was very popular and mass-produced across Europe. In addition to 

horsehair, fabrics used in the petticoats included whalebone, gutta-percha, and 

vulcanized caoutchouc (naturalized rubber). The petticoats were inflated with 

fire bellows. Although tens of thousands of them were purchased, the fashion 

was short-lived. These inflatable hoop petticoats were easily punctured and 

often collapsed. The rubber tended to be foul-smelling. 

John Dunlop, of Dunlop tire fame, adapted the petticoat so that the skirts 

would be wider ï to the point that women felt weighted down by the massive 

materials. Pierre Levassor created a skirt for his wife from thin silk, which he 

rubberized and inflated with fire bellows. These silk garments were successful 

until bustle gowns became popular. 

Crinolines were worn by prominent women throughout the western world 

in the 19th century. Unfortunately, thousands died as a result of their hoop 

skirts catching fire. Other hazards included the hoops getting caught in 

machinery, carriage wheels, wind, or other obstacles. 

 
An inflatable slip from 1955. Rubber 
tubes sewn into the lining were inflated. 

 
For the modern woman: an inflatable skirt 

that becomes a kayak for emergencies! 

In 1947, Christian Dior presented his ñNew Lookò using bouncy nylon 

and net petticoats, worn without hoops. Crinoline fashions were updated by 

more current designers such as Vivienne Westwood, John Galliano, and 

Alexander McQueen. I certainly remember my childhood crinoline petticoat. 

Even today, PVC and latex are sometimes used to make inflatable crinolines to 

support large wedding and ball gowns. 

In the 1950s and 1960s, crinolines became standard western square dance 

attire. I am so glad that we do not need bellows! Helen Jacobson (Reelers) 
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NORTHEAST CALLERS  SCHOOL 

KEN RITUCCI  (MA)  
CALLERLAB ACCREDITED CALLER-COACH 

SPECIAL GUEST INSTRUCTORS 

ED FOOTE (PA) 
CALLERLAB ACCREDITED CALLER-COACH 

TODD FELLEGY (CT) BEN RUBRIGHT (FL)  

LISA LINCOLN (NM)  
VOCAL COACH 

 WHEN: October 4-8, 2018 

 WHERE: Host Hotel and Hayloft Barn, Sturbridge, MA 

 COST: $400 per student 

 
WHETHER YOU ARE PRESENTLY CALLING  

OR DESIRE TO BE A CALLER, THIS SCHOOL  

WILL HELP YOU WITH YOUR CALLING CAREER.  
 

 · PLENTY OF MICROPHONE TIME 

 · PROFESSIONAL ASSESSMENT OF YOUR SKILLS 

 · UNDERSTAND WHAT IT TAKES TO BE A LEADER 

 · FULL CALLERLAB CURRICULUM 

 · DEVELOP A CALLING CAREER THAT IS 

  BEST FOR YOU 

For an application or more information, contact Ken Ritucci 

Phone: 413-262-1875      Email: kenritucci@gmail.com 

More information: northeastcallerschool.com 

SPACE IS LIMITED ï REGISTER TODAY!  

  

mailto:kenritucci@gmail.com
http://www.northeastcallerschool.com/
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Letters from Readers 

Pal Johnson, Caller: Harry ñPalò Johnson passed away on September 29, 

2017. He shared 91 years of love and dancing with all who knew him. Pal was 

a life member of Lakeland Squares and a wonderful caller for many years! He 

was also a patient, kind teacher with a great sense of humor. His Mainstream 

students included Ron, me, and many other Lakeland members. At each grad-

uation, he wrote a poem specifically for that class. But Pal was so much more 

than just a caller to me. He was a friend to all and a tireless supporter of square 

dancing in general. An accomplished woodworker, he donated many of his 

birdhouse creations as door prizes for our Lakeland Squares barn dances; I 

know, because Iôm blessed to have two of them. For his obituary, please see 

normandean.com/tribute/details/3308/Harry-Johnson/obituary.html#tribute-start. 

Pauline Vande Vrede (Lakeland Squares) 

Pal Johnsonôs Poetry: When Pal Johnson was our class teacher, once a 

night he would call in such a way that every member of every square faced 

front. Then he would read a poem he had written about square dancing. We 

looked forward to his poems for many years. When Pal retired as square dance 

teacher in 2007, I presented him with a similar style poem I had written as a 

tribute. A short excerpt is below. Kathy Keener (Lakeland Squares) 
 

Youôre a square dance teacher beyond compare. 

Youôve humor and patience, a man extraordinaire. 

You built up our confidence right from the start. 

Your kind understanding helped us take heart. 

Without you many of us would not be dancing. 

The square dance you taught us gives our lives enhancing. 

Of your many students you can be justly proud. 

We owe you much thanks and weôll say it real loud. 

Open Mic Dance for New Callers: In February, the Hunterdon Flutter-

wheels hosted a free open mic dance for new callers who had attended CCNJôs 

caller school taught by Betsy Gotta in late 2017. Even with the snowstorm that 

occurred the night before, three aspiring callers (Karin Rabe, Gregory Moore, 

 

and Hillary Hill, pictured left to right) dug 

themselves out and drove a fair distance to 

Flemington to participate. 

Three squares of Flutterwheels came to 

support them. The callers had a great exper-

ience, and the squares had fun dancing 

while listening to their fabulous voices. 

A big THANK YOU to veteran callers 

Dane Bragg, Anthony Casale, Joe Kwiatek,  

and Mary Moody, who made this possible, and to the soon-to-be great callers 

and dancers who attended. Jean Agostinelli (Hunterdon Flutterwheels) 
  

http://normandean.com/tribute/details/3308/Harry-Johnson/obituary.html#tribute-start
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DREAM 2018: 
DANCERS RECRUITING, EDUCATING, AND MOTIVATING 

When:  Saturday, May 5 (registration begins 12:00)  

Where:  Arthur L. Johnson High School,  
365 Westfield Ave. , Clark  07066  

What:  Keep the Dream Alive ð Focus on the Positive : 
Seminars  for club leaders/members on various topics  

Keynote address  by callers and cuer  
Dance  7:30 -10:00 for everyone (MS/PL/RD)  

Who:  Mike Kellogg (CA) , Betsy Gotta (NJ) / Cuer Roy Gotta (NJ)  

Fee:  $10 in advance (includes dance), $15 a t the door  

More Info:  DREAM 2018  

With gratitude for generous financial support from CCNJ, Callerlab, ARTS, 
and the 2015 National Convention (Springfield, Massachusetts) 

Letôs DREAM together about how to advance our activity through an afternoon 
of workshops, panels, and conversations culminating in actionable points for 
clubs ï including a session on using social media for square dancing. (Maybe 
you can even find out how to post pictures of your kids and grandkids.) 

 

New! 

Round Dance Class 

Monday Nights 7-9 PM 

Starting October 8, 2018 

Knights of Columbus 

24 Patrick Ave. 

Edison, NJ 08837 
(off Rt. 1 S behind Office Depot) 

 

$6 per person 

Instructor: Roy Gotta 

732-249-2086 

roygotta@optonline.net 

Starting with two-step 

so you can get some practice at 

square dances 

  

http://nnjsda.org/documents/club_flyers/NNJSDA%20DREAM%202018%20Flyer.pdf
mailto:roygotta@optonline.net
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Farewell to Our Friends 
Square dancing is ñfriendship set to music.ò We have shared wonderful friend-

ships with many dancers, and acknowledge here current and former NNJSDA 

club members who passed away during the last year. Thanks for the memories. 

Neil Aharrah,  Cross Trail Squares, 

9/29/17 
Sara Allison, Kittatinny Rangers, 

7/7/17 
Pat Brooks, Kittatinny Rangers, 

3/9/18 
Betty Cook, Reelers, 3/4/18 
Kay Davis, Kittatinny Rangers, 

3/22/18 

Corinne Eckmann, Harmony 

Squares, 4/8/18 
Ruth Edison, Cross Trail Squares, 

8/14/17 

Dorothy Ferine, Motiv8ors, 9/12/17 

Pal Johnson, Lakeland Squares and 

caller, 9/29/17 

Joyce Kelly, Reelers, 6/8/17 
Marge Krokus, Circle Eights, 5/12/17 
Frank Penn, Cross Trails, 6/9/17 
Ann Peters, Mountain Squares, 1/29/18 
Helen Rellinger, Tenakill Twirlers, 

1/23/18 
Melvina Richman, Circle Eights, 

5/11/17 
Peg Tirrell, Grand Square Editor 

1965-1990, 4/17/17 

 

In Memoriam: Kay Davis and Helen Rellinger 

Kay Davis passed away on March 22, 2018. Prior to moving to North 

Carolina about six years ago, she was treasurer/assistant treasurer of the 

NNJSDA for seven years (2004-11) and held three offices in Kittatinny 

Rangers: vice president/class coordinator, president, and treasurer. For a full 

article on Kay, please see Grand Square 54.1 (September 2011), page 6. 

Helen Rellinger passed away on January 23, 2018. She and her husband, 

Art, were presidents of Tenakill Twirlers, a former NNJSDA club. In addition, 

they served as the first corresponding secretaries of the NNJSDA for two years 

(1975-77) and as ad editors of Grand Square for 10 years (1980-89). 

 

Emergency Call for Medical Aid (ECMA) 

1. When a dancer goes down during a tip, a 
second dancer attends to him/her. 

2. The remaining couples join hands and take a 
step backward. This provides the injured per-
son and the attendant with air and space.  

3. Raise joined hands as high as possible in the form of an arched circle. 
4. On seeing this signal, the caller immediately asks for medical assistance. Club 

officers should know the location of the AED (Automated External Defibrillator). 
5. If 911 help is required, a club member calls (providing the exact address) and 

waits outside the building to direct responders into the hall. 
6. In general, the caller and remaining squares should continue dancing while aid 

is administered. 
  

http://nnjsda.org/grand_square/gs_bios/BI2011V054N01.pdf
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CALLERS: 
RED BATES 

BILL HARRISON 
JOHN MARSHALL 

DON MOGER 
KEN RITUCCI 

CUERS: 
STEVE and IRENE 

BRADT 

BEVERLY 
BOUDREAU 

FOUR HALLS 
THE ENTIRE FESTIVAL 

PL, A1, A2,  
C1 (LIMITED C2) 

DANCE START TIMES: 
FRIDAY 7:30 PM 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY 10 AM 

Round Dance Workshop 

A2 and C1: 
Computer Rotation 

/ƭŀǳŘƛŀΩǎ {ǉǳŀǊŜ 
Dance Shop 

Packages Available 

RV Space on Campus 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

RED BATES 

April-November: 
PO Box 1197 

Rangeley, ME 04970 

December-March: 
2092 Batello Drive 
Venice, FL 34292 

Cell: 941-223-0987 
Email: redbates@juno.com 

  

mailto:redbates@juno.com

