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Northern New Jersey Square Dancers Association 

The mission of NNJSDA is to promote square and 
round dancing by creating and maintaining a favorable 
public image, encouraging the recruitment of new 
dancers, and providing support with special activities 
and programs for our member clubs in the northern 

Updates are posted at nnjsda.org and emailed to subscribers of squaredance_info@nnjsda.org. 

 

We are pleased that the print edition of Grand Square 
is back to serve the square and round dance community. 

  Weõre Back!          Square It Up! 

http://nnjsda.org
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Ad Sizes H x W Rate  

Full page 7İò x  5ò $ 55 

İ  page 3Ĳò x 5ò $ 30 

ı  page  1Ĳò x 5ò  $ 15 

ȧ  page 1ò x 5ò $ 10 

 

Next submission deadline: March 7, 2023 
 

Email your ads to ads@nnjsda.org in any 
editable format, preferably MS Word and  
include your clubôs name in the subject 
line.  Make checks payable to NNJSDA. 

Meet the Editor 
My wife, Barbara (Bobby), and I were introduced to square 

dancing by our friends Matica and Harris Bierstein circa 2017. 
I had heard the term ñGrand Squareò and assumed it was an 
organization or event of some kind. Now I know itôs the 
publication that some dancers refer to as their ñbible.ò 

 

My background in technology and 10 yearsô experience in 
producing the newsletter for my synagogue helped prepare me 
for taking on this role as editor of Grand Square. But nothing 
can teach more about how an organization works than putting 
together the articles and ads of its membership. 

 

This is more than just a pastime. Itôs a way for me to work with people who 
are a lot more experienced than I am and have dedicated their time and effort to 
see the square dance community thrive. I hope we have created something 
valuable enough for you to keep and refer to often. As always, the most up-to-
date information can be found at nnjsda.org. They said I could name my own 
salary if I took this position. I named mine ñFred.ò  See you on the dance floor. 

 

Gary Bergman 

Important note: Due to unavoidable delays in contributions from various 
sources, this full color online version of Grand Square contains more up-to-date 
information in places where the print version indicates TBA. 

GRAND SQUARE 
Keeping the Square Dance Community Informed 

 

Published twice a year (August and April). Submissions are encouraged about 
events and activities relevant to the square dance community. Email articles 
by the 7th of the preceding month to articles@nnjsda.org, to be published 
subject to available space and editorial constraints. Issues are distributed to 
NNJSDA member clubs and other advertisers, and are archived online at 
nnjsda.org. 

 
Editor in Chief: Gary Bergman, editor@nnjsda.org, 732-247-2727 
Ad Editor: Ann Cavanaugh, ads@nnjsda.org, 201-784-3287 
Article Editor: Lise Greene, articles@nnjsda.org, 973-663-4396 
Head Proofreader: Don Schlesinger, dschles@aol.com, 845-623-2772 
Cover Design: Gary Bergman (Rutgers Promenaders, Y Squares) 

http://nnjsda.org
http://nnjsda.org
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I would like to begin by thanking Gary Bergman (Rutgers 
Promenaders, Y Squares) for stepping up as the new Grand 
Square editor. Through his leadership and the efforts of the 
entire editorial team, our magazine is back in circulation! 

 

When regional rules prohibited gathering in person due to 
Covid, square dancing went ñunderground.ò Mike Dusoe, 
who had called for our last NNJSDA dance before the 
shutdown in March 2020, was also (to my knowledge) the 
first caller to go virtual. He launched what became a worldwide phenomenon: 
two-couple square dancing online. Soon there were virtual dances on Zoom 
nearly every day, and sometimes two or three per day. Virtual dancers kept up 
with their moves and took online lessons with callers from around the globe, 
interacting with people from many countries. 

 

On the home front, some of our own callers and cuers became part of the 
Zoom movement: Mark Franks, Betsy and Roy Gotta, Greg Moore, Karin Rabe, 
and Howard Richman. Greg and Karin have offered ongoing virtual dances 
(replete with props) and lots of support and workshopping, to the delight of 
attendees. 

 

Even though live dancing had gone dormant in our area, the NNJSDA 
executive board was working in the background by monitoring the situation, 
checking on available venues, and maintaining insurance to avoid any lapse in 
policy. RocklandRockytops held the first in-person dance in June 2021 with 
safety precautions such as vaccination and masking requirements. Shortly after, 
most clubs followed suit. 

 

It has been thrilling to return to live square dancing. In many cases, clubs 
have scrambled to find new venues and stretched budgets. To keep our activity 
alive and well, we need the continuing return of experienced dancers and ongoing 
efforts to recruit new dancers. As the pandemic wanes and vaccination 
requirements are eventually ended, our entire community will once again be able 
to dance in unison. In the meantime, we all need to be patient, understanding, and 
respectful of one another. 

 

What can we do to help our clubs? First, get out and dance as often and at as 
many clubs as possible. The NNJSDA has canceled its own fall 2022 events to 
encourage attendance at more club dances instead. Talk with and encourage your 
square dance friends who have not yet returned. Many who are concerned that 
theyôve forgotten too much find that the calls come back quickly. Be sure to 
invite people to your clubôs beginner dances, too. Personal invitations go a long 
way. 

 

Although holding a Mini-Festival will have to wait another year, we have the 
opportunity to be part of rejuvenating and growing square dancing in other ways. 

 

In conclusion, I would like to thank Jean Agostinelli, our assistant president, 
for her gracious investment of time in advancing the NNJSDA from afar and for 
supporting me as I have learned the ropes. Happy dancing, everyone. 

NNJSDA Presidentôs Message 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joanna Lieuallen 
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NNJSDA Special Incentive Programs 
 

Patron 
¶ Download the Patron form at nnjsda.org (see Documents for Dancers). 
¶ Visit nine different NNJSDA member clubs and have an officer sign the form. 
¶ You may work on multiple forms at the same time, but obtain only one 
signature per visit. Thereôs no limit to the number of dangles you can earn. 
¶ Submit completed forms to the NNJSDA secretary. 
¶ You will receive a dangle and a coupon for a free NNJSDA dance. 
 

Freeloader 
¶ Download the Freeloader form at nnjsda.org (see Documents for Dancers). 
¶ Attend at least three qualifying NNJSDA dances and another event, according 
to current NNJSDA requirements, and have an authorized person sign the form. 
¶ You will receive a dangle and a coupon for a free NNJSDA dance.  
 

One Square Is Fair 
You can benefit your club with a dues reduction by having at least eight club 
members (one square) attend five of the scheduled NNJSDA dances in one 
season. For the Midterm Student Dance only, officially registered students of the 
club may be counted. 

Raid 
You can benefit your club with a dues reduction by having at least eight club 
members (one square) visit other member clubs at their regularly scheduled 
dances (not specials) in one season, accumulating a minimum of 200 miles as 
indicated on the form. The program may be completed twice per season. 

Hunterdon Flutterwheels ï Plus: Susan Allen, Gary Bergman, Arlene Beroff, 
Howard Beroff, Betsy Buchanan, Jim Bunce, Joanne Bunce, Susan Cerny, 
Marie Honachefsky, Brian Horowitz, Frank Laritz, Jeanne Mauriello, Harry 
Mazujian, Ruth Mazujian, Mary Moody, Rich Moody, John Newton, Laura 
Newton, Cathy Pecka, Bette Perlman, Jon Perlman, Jim Stamets, Mary 
Stamets,  David Tien, Gerri Vitovitch, Nick Vitovitch 

 
Middletown Ramblers ï Mainstream: Toni Gahn, John Luard, Kristen Palermo, 
Melissa Pina, Kathie Stringer 

 
RocklandRockytops ï Mainstream: Vincent DeSio, Janice Golda, John Hecht, 
Theresa Kane, Kristen Rabeler 

 
Times Squares ï Mainstream: Peter Chace, Elinor Dei Tos Pironti,  Gail Lemel-
baum, Mary  Tsujimoto;  Advanced 2: Jim Babcock, Marshall Butow, Ray 
Emrich, Howard Handler  

 
Y Squares ï Mainstream:  Attilio  Aloia,  Debbie  Bjornstad,  Henry  Blajek, 
Rose Brinker, Barbara Donzella, Sara Murphy, Karen Snyder, Beth Zwirn 

 

Congratulations to Our Recent Graduates 

http://www.nnjsda.org
http://www.nnjsda.org
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Remembering Shirley and Dick White, NNJSDA Past Presidents 

Former Association presidents Shirley and Dick White passed away on 
October 26, 2020, and May 13, 2022, respectively. 

 

Shirley and Dick were NNJSDA presidents 
from 1991-1993, advisor/trustees, Raid program 
founders, Mini-Festival chairs, and much more. 
After moving to New England, they served as 
officers in their club, delegates to their associa-
tion, committee chairs for four New England 
Conventions, and eastern district vice presidents 
in the United Square Dancers of America. They 
attended 22 National Conventions and were 
instrumental in bringing the 2015 convention to 
New England. 

 

In 2013, the Whites received the Yankee Clipper Award honoring ñthose who, 
by their unselfish dedication to the advancement of square and round dancing in 
the New England area, have set a standard by which all participants in the square 
dance activity may be judged.ò They were equally dedicated to dancing in New 
Jersey ï and managed to dance in all 50 states! 

 

The Whites will be fondly remembered by all of us who had the pleasure of 
knowing them. 

 Lise Greene 

 

Farewell to Our Friends 
 

Square dancing is ñfriendship set to music.ò We have shared 
 wonderful friendships with many dancers, and acknowledge here our 
 current and former NNJSDA club members who have passed away. 

 

Thanks for the memories. 

Shirley and Dick White 

Bernie Beck  -  6/7/21 
 Belles & Beaux, Hi Taws, Motiv8ors  
Mal Blotner  -  10/7/21  
 Motiv8ors, RocklandRockytops  
Monty Burton  -  4/26/20 
 Hunterdon Flutterwheels  
Sheila Flynn  -  10/1/20 
 FAD 
Lillian Kinney  -  4/30/20 
  Kittatinny Rangers, Reelers  
Jeff Lewis  -  8/31/20 
 Rutgers Promenaders 
Mickey McFarland  - 6/25/20 
 caller   
John McGrory  -  7/2/21 
 Motiv8ors, RocklandRockytops 

Betty Scharmann  -  1/19/22 
 Middletown Ramblers 
Roy Some  -  8/15/21 
 Rutgers Promenaders 
Mike Szekula  -  1/28/22 
 Kittatinny Rangers 
Frank Testa  -  8/25/20 
 Cross Trail Squares 
Alice Vealey  -  10/8/21 
 Kittatinny Rangers 
Tom Wazny  -  10/13/20 
 Bee Sharps 
Dick White  -  5/13/22 
 NNJSDA president, 1991-93  
Shirley White  - 10/26/2020 
 NNJSDA president, 1991-93   
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Introducing Karin and Greg 
 

I first met Karin Rabe and Greg Moore a few 
short years ago when we were all taking 
Mainstream lessons with Betsy Gotta and Dan 
Koft at Rutgers Promenaders.  I took an instant 
liking to them. Aside from being tall in stature, 
they stood out for being enthusiastic and creative 
within our small group of beginners. I politely 
complained that l found it a bit confusing when 
they danced as opposite gender. It was hard 
enough for me to tell my left from my right 
without Karinôs dancing the ñmanôs partò and 
having to swing with Greg. 

 

Later I learned that both of them are physicists ï straight out of The Big Bang 
Theory. They brought their instinctive mathematical and creative skills to each 
dance. By the time I was taking Plus lessons at Bee Sharps, they were already at 
callersô school. Karin and Greg really showed off their ingenuity during Covid-
19 when they devised single/couple virtual dances via Zoom. Soon after, I had to 
ask, ñDid you just take singing lessons?ò It was obvious that they did. I have a 
list of favorite callers for whom Iôm willing to drive a longer distance. Karin and 
Greg are now on that list.  

  Gary Bergman 

 

   

  Greg Moore and Karin Rabe 

Remembering Mike Szekula, NNJSDA Past President 
 

Mike Szekula passed away on January 28, one day before 
his 80th birthday. He served the NNJSDA as president, 1st vice 
president, recording secretary, insurance coordinator, and 
Grand Square proofreader. In addition, he maintained the Raid 
forms, updating them annually. Mike and his partner, Donna 
Poyer, were on the leadership team of every NNJSDA Mini-
Festival since 1988, and Mike co-chaired three of them (2007, 
2008, 2016). 

 

Mike was an active member and officer of Kittatinny Rangers. His previous 
clubs include Lakeland Squares, Reelers, Leisure Squares, and Garden State 
Square Dance Campers. He and Donna were involved with USA West and were 
directors of United Square Dancers of America. They attended 15 National 
Conventions throughout the United States, serving on the Ways and Means 
Committee for the Springfield, Massachusetts, convention. They attended five 
Canadian National Conventions. Mike enjoyed round dancing in addition to 
squares. 

 

An avid computer game-player, sailor, and shortwave radio operator, Mike 
was also known for his wry sense of humor. For more information about Mikeôs 
life, visit Newbaker Funeral Home. 

Lise Greene 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Mike Szekula 

https://newbaker.com/tribute/details/969/Michael-Szekula/obituary.html#tribute-start
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WHETHER YOU ARE JUST GETTING STARTED or want  
to improve your calling, the Northeast Callers School  

will provide you  with the tools to make you a successful caller.  

$425 per caller  
 Details/online registration at northeastcallerschool.com . 

 
For more information,  

email Ken Ritucci at kenritucci@gmail.com  or or call/text 413 -262-1875.  

TWO LEVELS OF PROGRAMS:  

BEGINNER:  Designed for new  
callers who need all the basics,  
including Basic Choreography,  
Microphone Technique, Voice  
Control, and introduction to  
Sight Calling Methods.  

EXPERIENCED:  For callers with  
two or more years experience.  
Emphasis will be on Advanced  
Sight Calling Techniques, better  
timing and body flow, Creative  
Choreography, and much more.  

http://www.northeastcallerschool.com/
mailto:kenritucci@gmail.com
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-ÏÎÄÁÙȟ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ρωȟ χ ÔÏ ω 0- ɀ &2%% )ÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÔÏÒÙ ÄÁÎÃÅ 
/ÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ɀ .Ï ÏÂÌÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÌÁÓÓ 

-ÁÉÎÓÔÒÅÁÍ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÅÖÅÒÙ -ÏÎÄÁÙ ÂÅÇÉÎÎÉÎÇ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ςφ 
χȡππ ÔÏ ωȡππ 0-Ƞ ςÎÄ ÁÎÄ τÔÈ -ÏÎÄÁÙÓ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ÅÎÄ ÁÔ ψȡρυ 0- ÓÏ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ  

ÃÁÎ ÂÅ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ПÉÒÓÔ ÔÉÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÇÕÌÁÒ ÃÌÕÂ ÄÁÎÃÅ 

Αφπ ÐÅÒ ÓÅÍÅÓÔÅÒȠ ÓÅÍÅÓÔÅÒÓ ÂÅÇÉÎ 3ÅÐÔÅÍÂÅÒ ȭςς ÁÎÄ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ȭςσ  

4ÅÁÃÈÅÒȡ &ÒÁÎ 7ÁÄÅÌ 

#ÏÕÐÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÎÇÌÅÓ ×ÅÌÃÏÍÅ È È È $ÁÎÃÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÁÎÙ ÁÇÅ È È È #ÁÓÕÁÌ ÄÒÅÓÓ 

$Ï ÙÏÕ ËÎÏ× ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ×ÈÏ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÊÏÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ &5. ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÙȩ 
#ÁÌÌ +ÁÔÈÙ +ÅÅÎÅÒ ÁÔ ωχσ-ςςω-πφωψ ɉ#Ɋ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 

   #ÏÍÅ ,ÅÁÒÎ ÔÏ $ÁÎÃÅ  

 ×ÉÔÈ 

 
Friendly Squares Dance Club 

2022-2023 Dance Schedule 

Date Caller 

September 24 Sandy Corey 

October 29 ï Halloween Dance Bill Mager 

November 19 Kevin Bersing 

December 3 ï Student MS/Student Plus Sandy Corey and Ron McMurdy 

January 28 Matt McGovern 

February 25 Howard Richman 

March 25 Bill Mager 

April 29 Don Bachelder 

May 20 ï Student MS/Student Plus Sandy Corey and Ron McMurdy 

Katonah United Methodist Church Parish Hall 
44 Edgemont Rd., Katonah, NY 10536  

Alternating Mainstream and Plus 
Saturday dances are from 7:30-9:30 PM 

   More info contact Tee 914-433-2919 or go to friendlysquares.org  

https://www.friendlysquares.org/


10 

Winston Prouty School, Brattleboro, VT  

For details and online registration, visit  

�D�X�W�X�P�Q�O�H�D�Y�H�V�I�H�V�W�L�Y�D�O���Q�H�W 

Contacts:  Ken Ritucci  kenritucci@gmail.com  413-262-1875 
 Sue Ruggiero  sue.t.ruggiero@gmail.com  508-930-0542 
 Matt McGovern  matt@mattmcgovern.net  413-547-1589 

, 


